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THE UNIVERSITY CF' NEW MEXICO

DATC1

To:

Voting Facult.:: ' rnm

FROM:

Byron D. Di-=-·~erle

April 15, 1976

~~~

SUBJECT:

I call upon the faculty members to request a special faculty rreeting
before May 5, 1976 as made possible by Article I, Section 5C of the Faculty
Constitution. (Fi ve percent of the voting faculty as counted at the start
of the year must request this in writing.)
I ask the faculty to discuss and approve the following proposals that
will improve information flow about the Radiation Incident in the Department
of Physiology and any other radiation incident that occurs in the future.
I. A special corrr.tittee shall be appointed to investigate the many nontechnical aspects of rrw complaint.
A. Composition will be two administrators, three faculty members,
and three stuuents.
B. Appointments will be made by Vice President Silverman, rryself,
and the Student Body President.
C. Outside advice on "expert" issues must corre to this comnittee
from other than ill-JM and EIA personnel.
II. Changes in the ill-IM Manual on Radiological Safety shall be made.
A. The Radiation Safety Officer must accede to any request from
one Radiation Control Corrrn:i.ttee (RCC) member for badge readings or
a:rry other information which may relate to radiation safety.
B. The Radiation Safety Officer must write a report of ~ radiation incident at UNM upon request by one member of the RCC.
These reports are to be available to anyone.
C. Secret rreetings are forbidden.
D. Appeals to RCC decisions shall be to the agency which grants
the license and not the University's administration.
E. Appointments to the RCC shall be made by the Faculty Polley
Carmittee. All candidates must have previous experience with
radiation use and have RCC approval for such use at UNM. The
Radiation Safety Offi cer shall prepare a list of all candidates
and rnaintairt that list. (At present the RCC naninates and Vice
President Silvennan appoints.)
·
If you agree that the faculty should be allowed to discuss and approve
or reject rrw proposals please sign be low.
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
SPECIAL FACULTY MEETING
May 4, 1976
(Sununarized Minutes}
The May 4, 1976, special meeting of the University Faculty was c alled to
order at 4:42 p.rn., in the Kiva, by Vice President Travelstead i n the absence of President Davis.
Dr . Travelstead announced that the meeting ha d been conve n e d by the President in response to the petition of 53 faculty members for the purpose of
discussing and considering proposals relate d to the o per atio n of the radi ation safety sys tern at the University.
Be no ted additionally that there were only 34 or 35 p e r son s in attendanc ,
some of whom were not voting members, and t hat t he stated quorum is 10
percent of the Vot~ng Faculty, or 92 membe rs. I n the absence of a quorum ,
he said, it was clear that no official ac t ion could b e taken by the pr s n
group, but he asked for other suggestions.
Profes sor Green stated his intention of having the Fa culty Senate consid r
t~e matter in the fall, and Professor Homestead queried whether there
ight be a resume of the issue at the present meeting .
~r • Travelstead took the position that the offi c ia l meeting should be adJ~urned because of the lack of a quorum but that an./on e who so wished
ight stay on for informal discussion. It was also agreed that a stenographi c record should not be kept o f any such disc u ssion , i t being argue d
~hat the Senate would prefer to make a full study o f the matter and keep
its own records.
Dr · Travelstead accordingly adjourned the meeting at 4: 50 P .m.

John N. Durrie , Secretary
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THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
SPECIAL FACULTY MEETING
May 4 1 1976
The May 4, 1976, special meeting of the University
Faculty convened in the Kiva at 4:30 p.m., and was called
to order by Vice-President Travelstead, without a quorum
present.
Ladies and gentlemen,
VICE-PRESIDENT TRAVELSTEAD
I would like to call the meeting to order.
President Davis was not able to be here, due to a
conunitment he made before this meeting was scheduled, and
he asked me to preside, which is the usual procedure when
the president is not available.
I would like to announce that this is a special
meeting, called for this time and place, as requested by
fifty-three faculty members, and the topic was identified
on that call for the meeting.

Special Meet i ng, c alled by
Petitioners, tc
Di scus s and
Consider Pro pos al s Related
to the Ope ration of ~he
Ra ctiati o n
Safety System
a t UNM

As presiding officer, I must, according to both
Robert's and Stur~.s• rules, indicate to you that I do
not see a quorum. A quorum for this faculty is ninety two members, which is -- ninety-two, which is ten percent
of the Voting Faculty, and the last count I had, we had
thirty-four or thirty-five, some of whom are not Voting
Faculty.
Rather than dismiss it that lightly -- and certainly

I do not wish to act in an arbitrary manner, I would like
to.see if there's some suggestion from the floor.
Obviously ,
this group cannot take any action with this number of people.
I suppose we could discuss the subject, if it
serve
some good purpose, and I would like to hear
would
some expression from a member of the Faculty.
Mr. Green.
PROFESSOR GREEN
There are, undoubtedly, matters
of substance here.
I don't think there's any question
:~out that.
I certainly intend to have the Senate take
is up next fall.
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There are quite a few of us, and I mentioned this
to two who are of the same opinion; it will not be swept
under the rug .
TRAVELSTEAD
I hope you are not interpreting my
comment as "sweeping it under the rug"?
GREEN

No , no

TRAVE_LSTEAD
we have the proper
GREEN

I am here ready to do business, if

May I strike that last statement?

TRAVELSTEAD
Just to be sure the record is clear,
I would like to read from the par liamentary procedure I
have in front of me, and it agrees with Robert's . This
is a little more succinct:
"It is the duty of the presiding officer to
declare the meeting adjourned at any time he
knows that a quorum is not present. If he does
not do so, it becomes the duty of any member who
doubts that a quorum is present at a particular
time during a meeting , to rise to a point of
order and request that the members be counted,
or a member may ask, 'Mr . Chairman, is there a
quorum present?' This question is in order at
any time."
If there is any other comment from among those
present -- yes, Mr. Homestead.
PROFESSOR HOMESTEAD
I wondered,
us have gathered here , whether those who
knowledgeable about this matter, if they
could they , for the benefit of we who do
much about it, give a rather good resume
and the implications of the problem?

since some of
are most
are present,
not know too
of the issue

I would appreciate that.
.
TRAVELSTEAD
That could not be ruled out as an
informal proceeding.
I am talking about the formal
meeting, Mr. Homestead, and how we treat that.
It could be, if we want to discuss it, it could
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•

be done in those circumstances. I didn't want us to
proceed on the assumption that we are an official meeting
and that some action could be taken, that's the reason I
made these initial comments.
HOMESTEAD
It was upon that assumption, that this
would be an informal Faculty Meeting, elucidating,brief
relatively brief session and, therefore, that no action
would be expected or required.
TRAVELSTEAD
Is there some other comment from
some other member of the Faculty?
PROFESSOR SCHMIDT
I would like to second what
he just said.
I would like to be informed about what
the issue is.
TRAVELSTEAD

Any other comment?

Well, then, unless this body would overrule me, I
would take the position in the Chair that the official
meeting is adjourned because of a lack of quorum.
We can stay here and talk about the issues as
long as you wish, but it should be clear it's not an
official Faculty Meeting.
I think that would be my
ruling.
I will be subject to having it contested by
anyone present, if y ou wish.
I suggest, then, that we adjourn the meeting,
and that the record show the reason for that adjournment,
and that all of those who wish to hear whatever the others
wish to say and explain, certainly may remain.
And this can go on as long as you wish, as I understand from Mr. Green's comments that this problem will be
taken up in an official way by another body at another
time I and that would proceed as it would.
I hereby -- Mr. Regener.
PROFESSOR REGENER
If it's appropriate, I would
~uggest, however that a record be kept. I don't know if
~t's appropriate: but it might be useful to the Senate,
if the Senate checks it out later, since we have the
stenographer with us.
MR

DURRIE

certainly can b e.

There is no

..
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requirement, of course, that verbatim minutes be taken of
a nonforma l meeting, but we have the stenographer here,
and we can do so.
I think -- I would think that if we
TRAVELSTEAD
start that and make a record of it, that it certainly
ought to be a full chance for everybody to speak, and I
would like to ask those who would be principals in this,
Mr . Dieterl e, and others who would be answering , whether
you wish to proceed in that manner , having it recorded
and having it later u sed in an official meeting.
I think it's important how the principals view
this procedure, since it would not be an official
meeting .
Mr. Dieterle, do you have some comment on that?
PROFESSOR DIETERLE
Yes, I would be happy to do
that, just depends on whether the consensus of the people
here desire to do so.
TRAVELSTEAD

Mr . Beckel .

PROFESSOR BECKEL
I sure hope t hat the Senate, in
their deliberations, don't use notes of an informal
meeting like this, but carry out full deliberations,
themselves.
That is, I don't have any objection to the stenographer taking the notes here, but I would hope that the
Senate themselves carry out full deliber ation .
TRAVELSTEAD

This would be my feeling about it.

If it's going to be on record, it ~ught to be a
complete official record carried on in circumstances
agreed upon, and procedu~es, and what I u~derstoo~ is
asked for this afternoon is some discussion for informa'
,
t l.On.
Does anybody else who has some principal role in
this matter, have observations on what you would like to
do this afternoon?
Mr. Silverman.
PROFESSOR SILVERMAN

Ye S .

Depending on what

21

..
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Mr. Dieterle intends to do, I think I will have to reply
on behalf of the University .
Say that louder.

TRAVELSTEAD
SILVERMAN

I would have to reply on behalf of the

University.
TRAVELSTEAD

Some other comment on any of these

points?
FACULTY MEMBER
I would personally like to
postpone it until it can be given full expose. I am
afraid it will end up in nitpicking and partial analysis
of the problem.
TRAVELSTEAD
It would be my feeling that to have
an official stenographer in behalf of the University to
take this, it might leave something to be desired at
future meetings, that would be my feeling at this time.
On the other hand, I certainly wouldn't rule that
we can't do that, but for reasons already given, rather
than being an advantage, this could be a disadvantage
to one side or the other, unless we are conducting a
full and formal hearing with all procedures being adhered
to.
Any other comments relative to this matter?
Then, as presiding officer, I declare the meeting
adjourned, with the invitation for th~who wish, to stay
here and talk about it with whoever wishes to comment on
it, but that we would ~ot make a detailed verbatim record
of that discussion.
The meeting is adjourned.
Adjournment, 4:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

John N. Durrie,
secretary

